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WESTWOOD, CALIFORNIA, September 15, 2013 – The UCLA School of Theatre, Film, and 

Television once again welcomes back Award-Winning Composer Bruce Chianese as a guest speaker 

for The Art of the Director Classroom Series. Drawing from his years of experience in the field, as 

well as his own studies, Mr. Chianese shares wisdom as well as practical advice to the students. “The 

first thing I educate them about is the importance of high quality sound in their productions,” explains 

Mr. Chianese.  “Too many inexperienced filmmakers forget about the discipline of getting clean dialog 

while shooting on the set. If you don’t have robust dialog with good presence a lot of your message will 

not be communicated to the audience, and without a quiet background the composer will not have the 

dynamic range for subtle underscore.”  

 

Mr. Chianese has a degree in Film Music Composition from the Berklee College of Music in Boston, 

and also has years of experience providing sound design and mixing for movies. “My favorite part of the 

lecture experience is the student’s questions, they are always fresh and intriguing and are always 

thought-provoking. They generate curiosity about the lecture material, and that shows in their 

enthusiasm for the subject.”  



 

 

 

Mr. Chianese also studied sound design at the Boston Film and Video Foundation. “I always 

encourage students to find a sound designer that they feel comfortable with early on in the production, 

because film is a collaborative effort and you need to feel confident in the soundtrack as part of the 

storytelling process.”  

 

Mr. Chianese also talks about the mechanics of film scoring, including the significance of the spotting 

session as part of the process. “In the spotting session the director and the composer decide not only 

where music should start and stop, but also what character the music should be and how it should 

function in the scene. First and foremost would be the decision on overall style and instrumentation, 

because that gives the film a unique overall voice.”  

 

Mr. Chianese has also lectured at the Pan-American Film Festival, and on KPFK Radio. “It’s what I 

love to do, and gives me a way to pay back the film community for all the great educators I was 

fortunate to have been inspired by when I was younger.” 

 

A truly unique talent, Bruce Chianese is that rare combination of technical expertise and creative 

artistry. For more information please contact Bruce by phone at 818-841-6607 or email: 

bruce@brucechianese.com. 
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