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“HALFWAY TO HELL” NOMINATED FOR BEST MUSIC SCORE 
 

 
 
MONROVIA, CALIFORNIA, August 13, 2013 – The latest film from Veteran Television And Film 

Director, Richard Friedman, is set to screen on opening night of the Action on Film Festival in 

Monrovia, California this Friday. The film is nominated for Best Musical Score, and was composed by 

Bruce Chianese and Geoff Levin. “This soundtrack was a challenging one due to the subject nature of 

the content,” explains Chianese. “Because of the raw cinema verite style it became immediately 

apparent that a conventional score would not work. After spending some time with the director we were 

able to arrive at a sparse approach using coarse, organic sounds.”  

 

The film is about a halfway house for recently released ex-cons that is trying to blend into a safe, middle 

class neighborhood that doesn’t want it. It is about the intersection of middle class values and the 

occupants of the house, which includes a child molester, a transvestite, a heroin addict, a prison lifer 



 

 

who prefers life on the inside and a killer. It is an edgy look at the idea of forgiveness and the realities of 

past actions. “My writing partner Geoff Levin is a genius at playing unusual guitar sounds, and his talent 

really shines through in the dark passages of the film. One cue in particular involved hitting an electric 

guitar repeatedly with an open fist, which causes feedback in the open strings. By beginning subtly and 

gradually growing we were able to pound a rising sense of apprehension in the audience.”  

 

Among the film’s stars is Tim deZarn, who is nominated “Best Supporting Actor”, who has appeared in 

over 100 film and TV programs including “NYPD Blue” and “Cabin in the Woods”.   

 

“Halfway to Hell” will be distributed worldwide by Silverline Entertainment and TVtibi.” 

 

A truly unique talent, Bruce Chianese is that rare combination of technical expertise and creative 

artistry. For more information please contact Bruce by phone at 818-841-6607 or email: 

bruce@brucechianese.com. 
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